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Minutes ASPE Annual General Meeting 
Saturday, 22 November 2014 at 11.00 am 
Ramada Hotel, The Mailbox, Birmingham 

 

1. Welcome by the Chair 
All were welcomed to the Annual General Meeting.  

In attendance: Paul Latham (Chair); Tim Day (Treasurer); Roy Hughes; Mark Brundrett; Rob 
Staples 

2. Apologies for absence 
Received from: Paul Adams; Di Duncan; Peter Sainsbury; John Coe; Melanie Bradley; Mary 
Woodcock Jill Adams; Tony Eaude; Mike Brogden; Jane Prickett; Jay Deeble; Ms Jarman 
 

The Chair reported that he had received a late email from Di Duncan saying that due to ill-
health she had been advised to reduce her work load and regrettably tendering her resignation 
from the Executive Committee. She commented on the enjoyment she had experienced as a 
member of the Committee and that it would be her wish to continue as an ASPE member and a 
member of the Editorial Board. The Chair said he would write and thank Di for her outstanding 
contribution over the years and to wish her well in the future. 
 

3. Minutes of the last AGM 
The minutes of the AGM from 23 November 2013 were considered.  
The minutes were approved as an accurate record.  

 
4. Matters arising 
The Chair reported a concern, raised by the former Acting Chair, about Item 5 - Chair’s Annual 
Report, in that it did not comprehensively reflect the full content of the report tabled in the 
meeting. Members felt that the minutes were accurate as a brief record of discussion. It was 
noted that the full Chair’s report was circulated prior to the meeting on 19 November 2013. It 
was agreed that it was good practice for Chair’s reports to be published on the website 
alongside the minutes. Paul will ensure this is undertaken for all Chair’s reports from 2013 
onwards. 

The Chair reported on the communication with Mike Brogden. He raised the issue that the 
minutes of the last AGM did not state who was elected to the Committee IS THIS TRUE? or how 
many members of ASPE there were IS THIS TRUE? at the time. The Chair agreed that this 
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information should have been provided in the minutes and this would be rectified in the 2014 
minutes. Details of members of the Executive are on the website but further information will be 
added as the website is updated. 
 

5. Election to Executive Committee 
a. Chair – Paul Latham (2 further years to run)  

b. Vice Chair – ongoing vacancy 

c. Treasurer – Tim Day invited to continue and agreed to do so 

d. Membership Secretary – Mary Woodcock invited to continue and agreed to do so 

e. Executive Officers – Roy Hughes; Mark Brundrett; Rob Staples; Melanie Bradley; 
Peter Sainsbury; John Coe; Mary Woodcock; Jill Adams.  

 
6. Annual Report from the Chair, Paul Latham 
The Chair presented his annual report (previously circulated). 
Key points were highlighted: 

o Membership of 94 representing an increase on last year; 
o The relatively strong financial position of ASPE due mainly to the success of  

Education 3 -13; 
o The need to be more proactive in raising the profile of ASPE especially amongst 

Teaching Schools; 
o Networking with other organisations; 
o Successful initiatives, events and publicity; 
o Five international seminars sponsored by ASPE 

 
The Chair thanked all members of the Executive Committee for their continued hard work and 
support. He paid tribute to the work of Mark Brundrett in managing the Journal and 
coordinating the seminars. 
 
Members thanked Paul for his leadership through a difficult period of challenge and transition. 
All agreed it was good to reflect on the successes of the previous years, which were all the 
more remarkable given this challenging context. The continued drive to widen the membership 
of ASPE was welcomed.  

 

7. Adoption of the Statement of Annual Accounts 
Tim Day presented the accounts which were formally accepted by the meeting.  
It was noted that subscriptions had been substantially increased this year due to the ‘Think! 
Stevenage’ event and it was agreed that opportunities should be sought to replicate this event 
in other consortia.  
Tim noted that ‘core’ membership (excluding those attracted through Think!Stevenage) was 
showing signs of declining. All agreed that the upcoming seminar series was a good opportunity 
to secure further members.  
The meeting passed a vote of thanks to the Treasurer for his work over the year. 
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8. Any other business 

The Chair reported on comments made by Mike Brogden about the journal Education 3-13. 
Mike raised concerns about too many articles on projects overseas, with a focus on studies in 
other countries, instead of practice in UK classrooms which was (in his view) the core purpose 
of ASPE. 

 

The Editor responded by saying that the increasingly international nature of the journal is 
dictated by the market and the requirements of our publisher. However, both the Executive and 
the Board of the Journal have discussed on many occasions that we should not lose the focus 
on classroom practice. Mark also pointed out that there are now six publications a year and not 
three and that there is still a significant proportion of UK articles. Nevertheless, we should keep 
this under review and this is one of the reasons why we are in discussion with NAPE about joint 
working with them on their journal, Primary First. 

 
Date of the next AGM: 
Saturday 21st November 2015 in Birmingham 

 

The meeting closed at 12.00 noon 
 

 
Post AGM Presentation 
Following on from the Chair’s comments about the role that ASPE should be playing in the 
development and support of Teaching Schools in England, members received a presentation 
from Michelle Murray, Executive Headteacher and Vanessa McManus, Associate Headteacher 
from Gatley Primary School, a Teaching School in Stockport, Greater Manchester.  

The presentation entitled ‘Teaching Schools and the role of research’ was inspiring and 
educationally rich.  
It outlined: How Gatley Primary has developed research models to enhance learning covering: 

• The impact of Creative Learning Councils in creating a pupil-led curriculum, with 
reflection as a key learning behavior; 

• Using Randomised Control Trials as a strategy to develop research-led practice; 

• Creating a research culture across the teaching school alliance and building learning 
teams. 

A very lively discussion followed. Mark Brundrett commented on the high quality of the work 
being undertaken. Members felt that we should further explore strategies that can successfully 
engage leaders and practitioners in research models and the support ASPE could offer to 
teaching schools.  

 

The Chair thanked the speakers for their contribution and commented on how well it had been 
received. 

 

The meeting closed at 1:00pm 


