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Programme

09:15 Registration and refreshments

09:30
Welcome and outline of the day
Paul Lathman, Chair ASPE

09:40
Assessment in Early Childhood: Developmental Perspectives
Prof. Dr. Leseman

10:30 Questions

11:00 Refreshments

11:30
What have we learned from twenty years of baseline assessment– 
Large-scale data perspective
Christine Merrell

12:15 Discussion Groups

13:00 Lunch

13:45
Matters of the Moment
Russell Hobby

14:10 Questions and discussion

14:30
iPIPS International Policy and research focus
Peter Tymms

15:00 Questions and discussion

15:30 Close
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Speaker Biographies

Russell Hobby - General Secretary of the National Association of Head Teachers

The National Association of Head Teachers is the largest union for school leaders in the UK, 
representing over 28,500 members in every phase of education.  Before taking up this post in 
2010, Russell worked as a management consultant and in the software industry.  Russell is also 
a trustee of the Brilliant Club, Teaching Leaders and the Teacher Development Trust.  He is a 
member of the advisory board of Future Leaders, the management board for NAHT Edge and the 
Independent State School Partnership forum.

Dr. Paul Leseman - Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) in Europe, Utrecht University   
Paul Leseman majored in psychology at the University of Amsterdam and obtained his PhD in 
social sciences at the Erasmus University Rotterdam (1990). He was a postdoctoral research 
fellow of the Royal Dutch Academy of Arts and Sciences and associate professor of educational 
sciences at the University of Amsterdam. Since 2003, he is a full professor of special education at 
Utrecht University. He is chair of the interdisciplinary research focus area Education for Learning 
Societies at Utrecht University and director of the two-year graduate research master’s program 
Educational Sciences. He is principal investigator of the Dutch national cohort study pre-COOL 
on the effects of early childhood care and education provisions on children’s development and 
school achievement and scientific coordinator of the European Union’s Seventh Framework 
Project CARE Curriculum and Quality Assessment and Impact Review of European Early 
Childhood Education and Care.

Dr Christine Merrell – Director of Research CEM, Durham University
Christine Merrell is the Director of Research at the Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring (CEM) 
at Durham University, and is also an expert on improving the education of children who are 
impulsive, hyperactive or severely inattentive. She has a background in directing large scale 
monitoring of attainment and progress in primary, using a range of systems developed by CEM. 

She is well known as a commentator on a range of issues affecting the primary sector and she is 
also a Reader in the School of Education at Durham. 

In her 19 years at the Centre, Christine developed assessments for children aged between 3 and 
14 years, including assessments of reading, mathematics, English vocabulary, non-verbal ability 
and motor development. Her other experience includes the evaluation of a range of educational 
interventions, and the provision of in-service training for teachers and education authority 
personnel in relation to assessment and monitoring pupils’ progress.

Prof Peter Tymms – Director of iPIPS
Professor Peter Tymms was a classroom teacher for many years and employed peer tutoring 
occasionally during that time. Since then he has been studying the approach more formally and 
set up what is believed to be the largest trial of peer tutoring so far. 

He is Director of iPIPS an international study of children starting school. He was Head of 
Department in the School of Education at Durham University until 2013 and before that Director 
of CEM at Durham University. 

His main research interests include monitoring, assessment, interventions and research 
methodology generally. He set up the PIPS (Performance Indicators in Primary Schools Project) 
which runs in thousands of schools around the world. Peter Tymms is an adviser to the German 
National Educational Panel Study.



About
CEM, Durham University
The Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring is a not-for-profit research group based at Durham University, the third 
oldest University in England. Durham is a world-leading research university. CEM has over 30 years’ experience 
of helping educators improve educational outcomes through assessments that support learning, monitoring and 
feedback systems for self-evaluation, rigorous evaluation of the impact of different approaches and the promotion 
of evidence based practices and policies. CEM is positioned as a leading authority on educational assessment and 
evaluation, providing expertise to politicians, the media and educational professional both in the UK and overseas.

The Association for the Study of Primary Education (ASPE) 
The Association for the Study of Primary Education (ASPE) was founded just over 25 year ago in the belief that one 
of the best ways to advance primary education is through professional collaboration and action. ASPE is open to all 
involved in primary education and aims to promote: 

• independent and informed commentary on major issues 

• productive professional collaboration 

• independent research and reflection, including that by teachers in their own schools

•  the enhancement of practice 

• dissemination of information and good practice 

ASPE is a registered charity and promotes and fosters the development of informed and reflective study of Early 
Years and Primary Education. ASPE brings together and promotes collaboration within and between the various 
constituencies involved in primary education. ASPE members include cutting-edge writers and researchers of national 
and international repute, classroom practitioners, local authority advisers, education consultants, university teachers 
and educators in the broadest sense.

Registration fee £50. Student registration £30. To register go to www.cem.org/events.
For further information email: abbie.simpson@cem.dur.ac.uk




